100                           LIFE OF JOHN LAMB.
detained there till ten o'clock on Monday, lest we should send an express to our brethren of Marblehead and Salem. Be pleased to direct your letters to Mr. Joshua Brackett, in Boston, innholder.*
The Committee of Sixty, although many of it members were of the majority in the Assembly adverse to the appointment of delegates to the new Congress, resolved to recommend that measure to the people. Accordingly, a notification was published, calling a meeting of the freeholders and freemen of the city, at the Exchange, on the 6th March, in order to take into consideration the election of delegates to a convention of representatives, from such of the counties as should adopt the measure, for the purpose of choosing proper persons to represent the Colony in the general Congress. This proceeding was opposed by the loyalists, on the ground that the representatives of the people in the Assembly had rejected a motion to that effect. The adverse party, however, resolved to carry out the recommendation of the Committee, and on the day appointed, assembled at the Liberty Pole, under a banner inscribed " Constitutional Liberty/5 and marched in procession to the Exchange. Not long after they had arrived, the other party appeared, headed by some of the members of His Majesty's Council, the members of the Assembly who had voted against a delegation, together with some officers of the army and navy, and of the customs. An affray was threatened; but after a while, the confusion subsided, and it was determined to send representatives to the Colonial Convention, with instructions to choose delegates to the General Congress. A nomination of eleven persons was made and adopted by the meeting, and a day, the 15th, named for the election.
When that day arrived, the measures recommended on the 6th, as well as the nomination made at the same time, were carried out by the people; eight hundred and twenty-six votes being in favor, and one hundred and sixty-three
* Lamb papers.